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Whilst  cordiallu inviting com- 

munications upon  all subjects 
f o r  these columns, we wish it 
t o  be distinctly understood 
tha t  we do  not  IN ANY WAY 
hold ourselves responsible fo r  

the opinions expressed by OUT 
correspondents. 

_.- 

DECENTRALISATION I NJ U RlOUS T O  
SCOTTISH NURSES. 

!CO the Editor of  the British Journal  of Nursing.” 
DEAR i l ! h ~ ~ i i ~ , - M ~ i y  Scotch nurses, and t,hose 

who have the good of Scotch Training Schools at 
heart, are condemning in no measured terms the 
iiiovenient which has taken place under the leader- 
ship of Dr. Mackintosh, Nedical Superintendent of 
t he  Western Iiifirm.ary, Glasgow. The small com- 
mitt- who seek ts have Sootland omitted from thO 
Registration Bill now before Parliament is largely 
composed of Medical Superintendents and M.at~ons 
of Glasgow Fever Hospitals. 

Miss Calderwood’s intewsting letter in your issue 
of the 27th February shows very clearly the evils 
of cleceiitrali~atioii. Nimes are oonstantIy moving, 
RS she says, aiid it. is only fair and natural that  
scotch-traincd iiiirscs slio111d cleniwnd that their 
position should IJG the saine on either side of the 
Border. This, u n d ~ r  tlia Bill drafted by Dr. 
?tIackintosh, woi~lcl be impossible. It is a Bill 
cwlcnlntcd t o  uniioriiiiiie the fundaiiieiital principles 
of State Registration. 
In reading over the repr t  of the Conimittee oiie 

caiinot fail t o  obscrve the exceedingly flimsy iiature 
of cionie of the objections which are brought against 
the Bill now before Parlianient. ‘( The exc~lle~ice 
of the training given to  nurses in the  leading train- 
ing isc11001s,~~ the  report runs, renders the examinrt- 
tiaii b y  the  Registration Council unnecesary. It 
n~oiilcl ( (  ~ l a c ~  aii iiii&ie burden ” 011 candidates tor 
registration. This i$ a very CUri0115 st&teineiit. If 
nurses are given a good professional education t o  
n i ~ ~ e t  the Registratioli C.oimcil’s etandird it is not 
qitite easy t o  see where the undue burdcn ” mill 
c*oui~  in. Then tho registration fee is an olIjectio11. 
The Cciiiiiiittce ~\\.anlcl have s h o ~ i i  greater Ncliscretion 
if they litid ti1low.c.d thir objcction to con1e from tllo 
niii’siiig prsfessi.oii J No objection has been made 
hy iiiirscs in tlio United Kingdom to the registration 
f w ,  alid altlioi1gli tmiiied iiimcs are inore l$gW 
paid ill EqjaiIcl, Scotch prolmtioner nurses are, 011 
the W I ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  Isettor off tliau English probatioiier,i. 
The Coiiimittw, hnvi11g f orn~cd these somewhat far- 
fctchcc1 e e co1ic111sioi1s,” (( cannot recoimiend the 
iiirnsiiig pr0f.c.ssioii in Sootland t o  adopt the Bill now 
liefore Parlianielit.)’ Scotch iiui*wS niay rwrve the 
riglit for tliemsolves of considoriag the desirability 
of any Bill for State Registratio11. 

The Bill drafted slid recommended by this COW 
iilittee, nV3l.e i t  ever to becoine law,. would bring 
disastrous coiisequences on the  1lu1~lng Profession 
aiid hospitals of Scotland. A h r e r  stamp of ’vomen 
would so011 fill the training s c h ~ h  for all who 
wdd do better for themselves w d d  train in a%- 

’ 

land, or where’ State Registration is on, a soniid 
basis. : ‘ 

I cannot trespass on your valuable space furtlier 
than say that, from all I can learn, it is iiot likely 
tha t  Scottish nurses mill look on quietly, and TICII- 
out effort, t o  save the profession and training , 
schools from disaster. m e r e v e r  injustice steps in 
the public is a pomrful force to contend with, aiid 
nurses have only to remem6er tha t  they have a 
very kindly and generous force ready to back iip 
whatever proper efforts they may make t o  save 
themselves from reoomniendations of an anonyiiious 
Committee which has acted, in the first instance, 
without consulting them. 

I am, dear Madam, 
Youis, etc., 

E. A. STEVENSOK. 
The Valley, !kinity, Brechin, N.B. 

(Commente arib Replfee, - 
Practising iVidwife.-IvIessrs. W. H. Bailey and 

Son, 38, Oxford Street, W., supply bags of all 
varieties for midwives, the lowest price (unfitted) 
being 3s. 6d. 

NOTICE. . 
OFFICIAL ORGAN. 

The BRITI~H JOURNAL OF NURSINU k? the officid 
organ of the following important ~\ursing societies : 

The Matrons’ Council of Great Britain and 
Ireland. 

The International Council of Auises. 
The National Council of Trained Nurses of Great 

Britain and Ireland. 

Nurses 
The Society for the State Registration of Trained 

The Registered Nurses’ Society. 
The School Nuises’ League. 
As their official organ is widely read by the meni- 

bers of these societies, the Editor mill a t  all 
ti,mes be pleased t o  find space for items of ncws 
from the Secretaries and members. 

Exclusive news being copyright, papers quoting 
from our columns must give t h e  name of this 
journal as the source of their information. 

In0 tfC44, - 
THE SOCIETY FOR T H E  STATE REGISTRA- 

TION 6 F  TRAINED NURSES. 
An application form fdr those who wish to become 

membeis of the Society for the State Registration 
of Trained Nurses will be found on page iii. of cover. 
It millscon be too late to help on the important work 
of this Society. No habitual reader of this journal 
can, we feel sure, be content to stand mide and let 
others found the  future Profession of Nursing. 
Now is the time t o  help. 

OUR PUZZLE COMPETITION. 
Rules for competing for $he Pictorial Puzzle 

Prize will be found on Advertisement page xii. 
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